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Climate and Nature Summit 

Halloween Capers!

prize draw which was held over the intercom. 
The junior classes took part in a book 
character hunt in the yard. The classroom 
doors, which were all decorated with a book 
theme, looked amazing. Book Week came to 
a close with a dress up day on the Friday. 
Great fun was had by all!

Our school Book Week 
took place at the end of 
October and was 
packed full of activities. 
Author Sam Lawrance 
and storyteller Maria 
Gillen entertained us 
during their school 
visits. We also had 
virtual visits from a 
range of authors 
including Michael 
Smith, author of Tom 
Crean Iceman. Mrs 
Cronin's 4th class and 
Ms Cotter's Senior 
Infants won our quiz 

I write these few words at home on Wednesday, the 8th of 
December as the tail-end of Storm Barra still blows. It has 
indeed been a topsy-turvy first term in Scoil Naomh Iosaf 
but pupils, parents and school staff have been outstanding 
to say the least. The daily struggle with the pandemic has 
curtailed school life and has slowed up our usual flow. There 
is however, huge resilience, fun and determination to be 
seen every day at the school-gate in the mornings, on the 
yard, in classrooms, staffrooms and on corridors.  

Since our return on the 31st of August, a lot has been 
experienced and achieved. This is a good time to look back 
on those positive moment and celebrate them.  

Our three Junior Infant classes have settled in beautifully 
and are always a joy to visit. Their innocence and 
enthusiasm are indeed infectious, their honesty and 
openness a true pleasure. 

We were relieved to celebrate together this Autumn, 
last year’s Confession, Communion and Confirmation 
sacraments. Many thanks and respect to Fr. Martin Barry 
and of course our wonderful Parish Priest Fr. John Newman 
who has always been so helpful and supportive of our 
school and children. We are now completely up to date with 
Sacraments while we hope and pray that this year’s 
sacraments go ahead as usual.  

Weeks with a particular theme were celebrated during this 
term also. An eventful Book Week with the culmination of a 
Halloween dress up day was enjoyed thoroughly. After the 
mid-term break a Climate and Nature focus was explored 
in tandem with COP26 in Glasgow. It gave me great hope to 
witness the awareness of the problems on planet earth, 
amongst the pupils in our school. Science Week was a 
wonderful fun, experimental and a few days of great 
discovery for us all. Our fourth and final themed week was 
one of Friendship, Anti Bullying and Inclusion. I am 
personally very proud of this week in particular, as it is so 
important for children to exercise acceptance and patience 
in and out of school every day. Well done to all involved. 

There is a great Christmas feeling about the school at the 
moment. Classrooms and corridors have been decorated 
and our 25 ft Christmas Tree, generously sponsored by Cork 
City Council, stands steadfast in spite of Storm Barra. Our 
outdoor Crib has been constructed using recycled 
materials and is a new addition this year. Please come and 
see. It has been decorated by Rooms 1 and 3. Great job a 
Pháistí! 

I was delighted to see the Parents’ Association AGM going 
ahead here in school and also Parent/Teacher meetings by 
telephone. The school is always only a call or an email away 
if you ever need any assistance. 

Please check out our twitter account: @scoilnaomhiosaf and 
keep up with further school events that have not been 
included here. 

I would like to take this opportunity and wish my dear 
colleague Patricia Mc Donagh every good wish in her 
retirement. Patricia was with us for ten years and worked in 
many areas of the school. Go n’éirí go geal leat ‘Trish! 

Finally, as 2021 comes to a close, can I take this opportunity 
to thank you sincerely for your patience and support always. 
May I wish you a most enjoyable and a peaceful Christmas. 

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh go léir! 

Pádraig Ó Breacáin 
Príomhoide

A Thuismitheoirí 
agus a Pháistí… that it is not too late to 

reduce global warming. 
We can all do our bit to 
reduce CO2 emissions 
and make the planet a 
safer and greener place 
for the future.  

You just need to follow 
these five simple rules: 

1. Don’t Burn Fossil Fuels 
2. Plant Trees 
3. Walk or Cycle 
4. Buy Less 
5. Reduce Waste  

If we all remember these 
5 rules, the world will be 
a brighter and healthier 
place for everyone to 
enjoy.  

The Climate and Nature Summit in Irish 
schools took place in November, when 
world leaders gathered at COP26 in 
Glasgow to accelerate action on climate 
change. 

 Each day for a 
week, we 
watched online 
lessons about 
what causes 
climate change 
and how it 
affects humans 
and animals.  
We learned 
about all the 
things we can 

do to protect planet Earth. We drew 
posters with important messages about 
looking after our world and displayed 
them on the corridor.  The good news is 

Comhghairdeas agus Slán
Last June we said goodbye to Trisha Mhic 
Donncha who had been teaching in Scoil 
Naomh Iosaf since 2011. Trisha was a kind and 
patient teacher who greatly enjoyed teaching 
infants and more recently, was a valued 
member of our Special Education Team. She 
encouraged a love of learning and took great 
joy in witnessing the natural curiosity of young 
minds.  We wish her all the best on her 
retirement and look forward to hearing about 
her future adventures!

Book Week Fun



We are delighted to let you know that our school orchestra is back again. We 
practise every Wednesday in the hall and enjoy playing a variety of musical 
pieces.  The orchestra has many different instruments including, violin, keyboard, 
tin whistle, drums, guitar, cello and percussion.  We hope to be able to have a 
small Christmas concert for pupils and staff of SNI very soon. Nollaig Shona 
Daoibh go léir! 

School Orchestra

In November we celebrated Science Week in conjunction with the Cork Science Festival. 
All teachers and students engaged in fun activities such as explosive chemistry 
experiments, planting lessons and building activities for our budding engineers. We also 
took part in virtual science workshops. Equipment was sent to classes and through Zoom 
lessons we saw our 2nd, 3rd and 4th classes explore Energy and Forces.  

The Lismore Junior Mobile Science Team guided us through experiments in class and The 
Science of Dragons Show which involved looking at the science of fire and flight, inspired 
by the book collection, “How to Train your Dragon”, went down a storm.   

The 4th classes dialled into the Energy and Forces show described as, “A big bang journey 
through the science and history of rockets”. We all thoroughly enjoyed our Science Week. 

Investigations and Experiments

Spread A Little Kindness

Green School News

Friendship Week took place in November. This year 
we had a special focus on inclusivity. There is a 
wonderful map of the world in the hall. Children 
could pull some wool from Ireland to see where they 
were born or where their parents were born. It is 
amazing to realize how many different nationalities 
and cultures we have here in SNI. Children read 

stories, listened to songs and did beautiful art 
during Friendship Week. Of course, the boys and 
girls try to be friendly always and to include 
everyone. Kindness is not just for one week, it's 
something we can all practise every day. As the song 
goes, " We all need more Kindness in this World".

• Scoil Naomh Iosaf is one of six lucky Cork City 
Schools to be selected for the first round of the 
Safe Routes to School.  We are delighted to see 
our new 20 space bike shelter installed as part 
of this initiative.  

•  In October WEE Ireland collected 10 full boxes 
of used batteries. We hope to fill another 10, so 
please send in more batteries after Christmas. 

•  During the autumn, we enjoyed getting out and 
about in the school garden and around Glanmire.  

•  This year, we will apply for our Biodiversity Flag.  

Don’t forget to take steps everyday to look after our 
beautiful world. Ní neart go cur le chéile!

Well done to 
everyone who took 
part in our Pyjama 

Day fundraising event 
that raised €3,559 for 
our annual Christmas 

Toy Appeal.  Míle 
buíochas to all our 

parents for your very 
generous and much 

appreciated 
donations. Maith sibh! 

Pyjama Day Fundraiser



Congratulations to the eight members of our new 
Meitheal Team who were elected by their classmates on 
October 30th. They are Anna, Matt, Jane, Noah, Aisling, 
Tom, Emma and Patrick. So far this year they have 
organised a Hallowe'en colouring competition for the 
infant classes and a School Pyjama Day to raise money for 
the Glanmire Christmas Toy Appeal. They are looking 
forward to planning lots more for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Go raibh míle maith agaibh a pháistí! 

Christmas Holidays:  
School closed Thursday 23rd December 2021. 
School re-opens Thursday, 6th January 2022. 

February Midterm:  
School closed Monday, 21st February 2022. 
School re-opens Monday 28th February 2022. 

St. Patrick’s Day: 
School closed Thursday 17th March & Friday 18th March 2022. 

Easter Holidays: 
School closed Monday 11th April 2022. 
School re-opens Monday 25th April 2022. 

May Bank Holiday:  
School closed Monday 2nd May 2022. 

June Bank Holiday:  
School closed Monday 6th June 2022. 

Summer Holidays:  
School closing Wednesday 29th June 2022. 

Keep updated with school events through Google calendar 
on website: www.riverstownns.ie

Dates for your Diary

We are an active committee working within the school. While 
group celebrations have been restricted during the past 
year, we have been busy in the background with bi-monthly 
meetings, organising sweet packs for the communion and 
confirmation children and hosting a Halloween raffle which 
even saw some brave members of the PA dress up in spooky 
costumes. Our AGM was held in October when we 
welcomed Lorna Cotter to the role of treasurer. We would 
like to thank Irene Galvin for her commitment to the 
committee over the past number of years. We hope the 
coming year will see a return to in person events and the 
opportunity to meet some of the new Junior and Senior Infant 
parents of the school. Parents and guardians are always 
welcome to attend the meetings which are advertised via the 
school’s email and social media accounts. 

The Parents’ Association would like to wish all the staff, 
pupils, parents, and guardians a very Happy Christmas and 
a Peaceful New Year. 

Chairperson: Carmel Hanly 
Secretary: Sandra Tyler Treasurer: Lorna Cotter 
Email: p.a.riverstown@gmail.com

Parents' Association 
2021-2022

Making Learning 
Interactive

During the summer, 
12 new Interactive 
Panels were installed 
in the Junior Infant, 
4th and 6th class 
rooms.  We have also 
invested in 30 new 
iPads and a mobile 
trolley.  Our students 
now have access to 
an incredible 
amount of new 
opportunities - 
accessing up to date 
information, 
enjoying 
collaborative 
learning and 
developing new IT 
skills. The pupils are 
really enjoying using 
these amazing 
modern 
technologies and the 
teachers are 
delighted with how 
they are helping to 
teach literacy and 
numeracy skills in a 
fun and engaging 
way. 

Our New  
Meitheal Team

In October, some of our 4th class pupils went on a nature walk to 
O’Callaghan Park. They took part in numerous activities – learning 
about the history, geography and biodiversity of the park.  Did you 
know that Riverstown Bridge is over 450 years old? The children 
enjoyed examining native trees such as silver birch, oak and alder by 
looking at their leaves and bark. They saw how ivy protects the trees 
and found lichen on tree branches which shows us that the air is clean. 
We were lucky to catch sight of a heron wading in the Glashaboy 
River. It was a lovely trip to the park and was finished off with a well-
earned break in the playground.

Walk in the Park


